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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council

held in Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford on

Wednesday, 8th July 2020 at 3.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Paul Ross, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Colin Dalton, Gerard Farrell,

Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, 
Garry Murtagh, Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan,  Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.




Ms. Nora O’Farrell, Senior Executive Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Standing Order No  2              -    Place of Meeting.

The Cathaoirleach referred to the following Section of the Longford County Council Standing Orders  - 

Standing Order No. 2

Place of Meeting.

Unless the Council otherwise decides by resolution, meetings of the Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford, 

On the proposal of Councillor Ross seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was agreed that  due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, today’s meeting be held here in Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford.
It was noted that it is strongly recommended by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government that formal decisions, which are required under statute to be made by a Council at a meeting properly constituted under the Local Government Act 2001, be taken at meetings held in a physical place.  

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Hagan, the Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 20th May 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

Councillor S. Butler stated that his Company, Butler Manufacturing Services Ltd., has applied for support under the COVID-19 Restart Grant.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT.

The Chief Executive Report, as circulated, was noted.
The members complimented all involved in the new format of the CE report. 

MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETINGS HELD ON THE 
12th February and 11th March 2020  - circulated

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 8th April and 

20th May 2020, as circulated, were noted.

STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.
Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.
Disposal of Freehold Interest of 15, Harbour Row, Longford Town.
On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor John Browne, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of 15, Harbour Row, Longford Town in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 8th June 2020.

Part 8 Report – N4 Cooleeny (Shroid), Co. Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Gerry Hagan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction of an access road at N4 Cooleeny (Shroid), Co. Longford -  as circulated.
Cnoc Mhuire Bus Parking Facility at Granard, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor P. J. Reilly seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act  2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect Cnoc Mhuire Bus Parking Facility at Granard, Co. Longford -  as circulated.
J. Brannigan confirmed that Cnoc Mhuire received CLAR funding for the provision of a bus parking facility. To advance the project, Longford County Council will assist in the work required outside the boundary of the school.
Off Street Car Park at Main Street, Ballymahon, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Pat O’Toole seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act  2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect proposed Off Street Car Park at Main Street, Ballymahon, Co. Longford -  as circulated.
J. Brannigan confirmed that the car-park will provide thirty spaces. Employees in Ballymahon should be encouraged to use the facility to reduce the number of traffic movements. This will also facilitate customers to the use of the street parking. The option of using an electronic barrier at the entrance will be investigated.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Cycling to Work Project.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan  -

“According to the 2016 Census (Profile 6 – Commuting in Ireland), 56,837 people cycled to work (an increase of 43% since 2011) of which two thirds of all cyclists were in Dublin city and suburbs with 38,870 people cycling to work; 2,330 people cycled to work in Cork city and suburbs; 1,874 in Galway; 968 in Limerick; and 395 in Waterford. This is an indication of the emerging trend to cycling in both the Capital and the Country. 
A recent report by Vera O’Riordan and Hannah Daly of the Environmental Research Institute showed a drop in car travel by around three-quarters as a result of the lockdown which is significant considering that Transport accounts for about 40% of Ireland’s energy-related CO2 emissions. A significant number of people, especially families and young people, took to walking and cycling during the pandemic. 

I call on the County Council to apply for National funding out of the transport capital budget for cycling projects and commence plans to deliver a network of cycling routes in the County, develop cycling infrastructure (cycle lanes, bicycle parking facilities, traffic signage, etc.) and implement bicycle-friendly measures (bike-to-rent schemes, designate safe places for people to learn to cycle) to enhance public transport and boost tourism. Cycle lanes can also be designed for wheelchair users (Case study: Seville, Spain)”
J. Brannigan stated that where opportunities for funding arise, Longford County Council makes every effort to secure funding. As and when an opportunity arises under the transport capital budget Longford County Council will avail of it.

We do note and advise that the delivery of a comprehensive and coherent cycling network around any town, or county, requires very high levels of funding, dedicated resources, and is a project of several years duration. As such, a once off grant to be spent in the calendar year will not see the delivery of a cycle network.

Longford County Council have in place a cycling strategy for Longford town. The County Development Plan 2015 – 2021 (CDP) supports the introduction of cycle facilities.  The Tourism section of the CDP set out the Council’s proposals for developing a Greenway and cycling network in the County. This has resulted in the delivery of the Royal Canal Greenway and the Corlea, Newcastle Woods and Drumlish Greenways. At present a further Greenway is being developed by the Regeneration Section linking Lanesborough to Clondra. Further Greenways are in the process of being developed and funding sought throughout the County. As a result of these recent activities, Longford has a more substantial greenway/cycle network than most other rural Counties and Towns.

Cycling is considered in all road improvement projects, funding is sought and incorporated where possible. At present Longford County Council are progressing the design of various urban schemes in Longford which will include cycle infrastructure;

· Longford town - N63 Majors Well Road Improvement scheme

· Longford Town - R194 Battery Road Junction improvements at Abbeycartron and Lisbrack junctions.

· Ballymahon – N55 & R392 Main Street Ballymahon. A two way cycle path the full length of the Main Street.
These schemes will see the introduction of cycle lanes on the main access routes in two of our main towns.
Longford County Council are continuously sourcing funding to progress off road recreational cycle routes, most notably the recent development of the Royal Canal Greenway and amenity path in Longford Town. The County Development Plan is currently being reviewed and will set out a comprehensive program for the development of cycle paths and Greenways in the County. On completion of the Plan in 2021, the Longford Town plan will be reviewed in association with the Regeneration Team which will include planning for the further development of the cycle path network particularly in light of the Covid 19 experience.
Longford County Council provides a programme of cycle training for National and Secondary school children annually. A cycle to school day is supported during bike week.

Longford County Council supports the annual Bike Week with various events for all age groups and abilities.

Litter Programme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Gerard Farrell and seconded by Councillor P. Brady  -
 “That Longford County Council considers that a new Litter Programme for outdoor recreation areas, as this is becoming a serious problem across the County.”
Longford County Council currently have arrangements in place for the  servicing of litter bins at  a number of amenity areas around the county e.g. Lanesboro and Barley Harbour.   
In addition, Longford County Council liaise with local groups in these areas in relation to dealing with dumping incidents generally. If it is considered that  the scale of this activity needs to be increased, then this can be considered in the upcoming budget process and funding allocated under the Recreation & Amenity heading.
It was agreed that Councillor Farrell’s Motion be referred to the Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee for consideration. 
Planning Application – Wind Turbine – Kiernan Milling. 

“I call on Longford County Council to oppose the planning for Industrial Wind Turbine by Kiernan Milling -  PL20105   -  citing its negative impact on the following -
Environment : wildlife and scenic visual value, impact on ground water. 

Residential   :  value and landscape of homes, noise impact and health implications on the residents of Granardkille,  assessments are not concluded (no noise survey carried out) and citing  inadequate consultation with the residents and public in that area.”
The Cathaoirleach ruled Councillor McGovern’s Motion out of order as this is a live planning application and it is not appropriate to discuss the Motion at the County Council meeting. 

FINANCE & REGENERATION.
Notice of Motion.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Turlough McGovern and seconded by Councillor  P. Brady -
“That Longford County Council abolishes Commercial Rates for the rest of 2020 due to Covid 19, to help alleviate financial pressure on struggling businesses to stay open.”
John McKeon gave the following report regarding Councillor McGovern’s Motion and replied to queries raised by the members -
· On 20th March, the Government announced that they had agreed with Local Authorities that they should agree to defer rates payments due from the most immediately impacted businesses - primarily in the retail, hospitality, leisure and childcare sectors, for three months, until end-May.

· On 2nd May this was clarified as a waiver rather than a deferral of rates and further extended until the end of June.

· This measure was implemented by Longford County Council immediately following this announcement. 

· Businesses in Longford were budgeted to contribute €9.3 million in commercial rates to Longford County Council for 2020. This is a critical source of income, making up 20% of total funding for essential local services at a local level.

· Longford County Council are continuously working as part of the State’s co-ordinated response to dealing with the Public Health threat posed by COVID-19, while also helping to ensure that the impacts on communities, businesses and other stakeholders are minimised.

· Longford County Council are acutely aware of the potential issues faced by their ratepayers. In particular, businesses, such as those in the hospitality sector, small and medium retailers, leisure and childcare areas, have been identified as those that have been adversely affected.

· The Government is engaging with business owners and representative bodies nationally, while each local authority is engaging with its ratepayers and representative groups, monitoring the impacts at this stage of the COVID-19 response and keeping the evolving situation under review.

· There are a range of other supports both financial and non-financial available through Longford County Council and Longford LEO to local Ratepayers including -
· the ReStart Grant,

· the Trading On-line voucher scheme and also

· financial planning, training and mentoring programmes run by the LEO.    

· Longford County Council are dealing with difficulties experienced by rate payers on a case by case basis and are taking account of business pressures at this extraordinary time in terms of collection of rates and enforcement, in the sectors most impacted so far.

· While the identified types of businesses may have been most impacted initially, Longford County Council are also conscious that there may be impacts on other categories of ratepayers as the impact of COVID-19 and responses evolve and are monitoring the situation closely.

· Longford County Council have a long-standing relationship with local businesses and are very well placed to deal with this evolving situation and its impact on ratepayers in their own local authority areas and operating environments.

· Any commercial ratepayers that have had to temporarily close or significantly curtail operations during the COVID-19 response period should contact Longford County Council immediately in relation to any rates payments falling due in the period to end-June.  

· Ratepayers that can continue to pay their outstanding local authority rates should continue to do so in the normal way. 

· At this point in time, no further announcements have come from Government in relation to the extension of the end of June deadline for this Rates Waiver. 
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor U. Adejinmi seconded that a member of staff be appointed to deal specifically with businesses in the County throughout the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

P. Mahon reiterated the range of supports, both financial and non-financial, available through Longford County Council and Longford LEO and the excellent level of service already being provided to businesses during the crisis. 
CORPORATE, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE.
NOAC Circular 01/2020 – Review of Corporate Plan 2015-2019 –  circulated.

B. Heslin informed the members that an evaluation of the implementation of the 2015-2019 Corporate Plan was submitted to NOAC on the 26th June.

Completed Questionnaire and report, as circulated to the CPG Members, was noted.  
Filling of vacancies on Committees following the election of Micheál Carrigy to 
Seanad Éireann. 
Local Community Development Committee 
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that 

Councillor Colin Dalton be appointed to the Local Community Development Committee.

Longford Joint Policing Committee 
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that 

Councillor Colin Dalton be appointed to the Longford Joint Policing Committee.
Business Incentive Scheme Committee 
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that 

Councillor Colin Dalton be appointed to the Business Incentive Scheme Committee.

Longford Enterprise Development Company Ltd 
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that 

Councillor Colin Dalton be appointed to the Longford Enterprise Development 

Company Ltd.

Governance Strategic Policy Committee.
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that 

Councillor Colin Dalton be appointed to the Governance Strategic Policy Committee.
Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurance (IPB)  - Attend Annual Meeting.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that 

Councillor Colin Dalton be appointed to Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurance (IPB) to attend the Annual Meeting. 
Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor G. Murtagh seconded that 

Councillor Colm Murray be appointed to the Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly.

Longford Westmeath Rural Community Transport Association.

Councillor G. Hagan proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that 

Councillor Paraic Brady be appointed to the Longford Westmeath Rural Community Transport Association.

Chairperson of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that the Chairperson of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee rotate with the term of the Cathaoirleach of the County Council. 
Council Meetings Arrangements. 
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed that from September 2020, the County Council meetings be held on the second Wednesday of each month.   No meeting will be held in the month of August.
Notice of Motion.

Specialist Research & Innovation Institute
The following Notice of Motion was proposed and seconded by Councillors  Uruemu Adejinmi, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Martin Monaghan, Pat O’Toole and PJ Reilly 
“We call on the County Council to seek National and EU Funding (SFI; Horizon 2020; Horizon Europe 2021-2027; etc) for a Specialist Research & Innovation Institute to be located in the Longford Army Barracks building. We want Longford to be a Centre of Excellence (COE) in Research and Innovation across the arts, humanities, social sciences, and STEM. 

This motion aligns with National priorities in relation to equity of access to Higher Education, research-informed teaching, and learning excellence. It also supports enterprise and regional development and will foster a culture of lifelong learning within the workforce in and around Longford. It will also support the Just Transition initiatives in the midlands.”

B. Heslin stated that this proposal will be considered by the Regeneration Committee at their next meeting.

GENERAL
Correspondence – circulated.
Letter dated 24th June 2020 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government regarding the electoral registration process was noted.
Notice of Motion.
Demolition of Lanesboro Power Station.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor C. Murray     -

 “That this Council writes to ESB to ask that the Company to hold off on any demolition of the Power Station in Lanesboro to allow for feasibility work to be done on potential replacements within the structure.”
Councillor Farrell agreed to amend his Motion as follows –

“That the ESB explores the recommendations of the Just Transition report which recommends retention of the existing Power Station building in Lanesboro.”
Retirement of Mary King, Canteen Assistant, Aras an Chontae.

The Cathaoirleach and members wished Mary every health and happiness in her retirement from Longford County Council. 

Parking of Camper Vans at the Harbour in Clondra.

Councillor S. Butler requested that signs be placed in the Harbour in Clondra indicating that  Camper Vans are not allowed to park in that area. 

Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) Raid.

Councillor C. Murray complimented the local Gardai and all who were involved in the successful CAB operation in County Longford on the 6th July. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

              Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

9th September 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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